Exhort! Update

February 28, 2009

Brrrrrr!!!!!  We are experiencing a long, cold and snowy winter in
Solon, Ohio.  I am ready for the warmth of spring.  Praise God for the
warmth of His Spirit to comfort and console.  Our February session was
intimate and engaging.  

We continued our study of Making Godly Decisions in Chapter 6, How God
Speaks to us Through Authority.  This Chapter helped us to come face to
face with man's first sin (and our continuing struggle), disobedience.
Adam and Eve's sin was an act of rebellion and disobedience against
God's authority because they wanted something more.  This is our daily
challenge as we are propositioned by circumstances that promise to give
us a better life, increase our knowledge and pleasure, and make us
"gods."  

Key takeaways:   
*    God has given each of us people in authority over us to help
avoid the pitfalls of wrong decisions.   This is the government of God.
*    Protection is the key word when we begin looking at the word
"authority."  That is the purpose for God's authority structures.  
*    God has established five key authority structures: family, 
church, business, government, and personal relationships.   
*    This structure of authority is to accomplish three major
purposes in our lives:  
    *  
  To grow in wisdom and character and ultimately to become
               more Christ like.
    *   
 To gain protection from destructive and deceptive
               temptations.
    *    
To receive clear direction and confirmation for life
             decisions.  
*    Key scripture verses:  Hebrews 13:17, Exodus 20:12, Proverbs
23:22, I Peter 2:13, Ephesians 6:5-8, Colossians 3:22, Romans 13:1, I
Thessalonians 5:13, Hebrews 13:7.   
*    Authority is simply delegated responsibility.  

Godly Decision Principle:  God often uses authority structures to guide
us in our decisions.  
Memory Verses:  Isaiah 55:8-9; Romans 8:28; Philippians 2:13

Next Meeting March 7, 2009 11 am 1 pm 
Coming soon the Exhort! Prayer Line.  Prayer is the key to receiving.
It is the divine connection to the One who created us and now holds us
in the palm of His hand.  
SAVE THE DATES April 4, 2009, May 2, 2009 

Love and prayers,

Edith
