Exhort! Update

April 30, 2009

I am blessed and highly favored.  The loving kindness of God overwhelms me.  I am beginning to understand that with favor comes responsibility.  It is not just God giving, but me giving as well.  Favor requires trust, obedience, intimacy, listening, and faith.  During this time of employment transition, I delight in spending time in His presence.  I am rebuked, but I am comforted, chastised and cared for.  It’s a God-thang!  Our God is faithful!

We completed Chapter 8, Presumption versus Faith.  It really challenged our definitions of faith.   To have faith we must know God’s will.  Our ears and eyes must be open to the Word of God.  Faith often requires death to self.  Faith is the work of the Holy Spirit.  Presumption is based on our own reasoning.  It is when we attempt to “help” God fulfill His plan for us.  We make assumptions about what we believe God is doing and wants us to do.  And before we really hear what God is saying, we move forward to get it done.  Slow us down, Lord.  We want to hear from you!
Key takeaways:   
*    When we don’t whole-heartedly follow God’s principles, our decisions will result in failure.   
 *    We cannot “half-obey” God.  

*   Presumptive faith is to assume that the Lord will give you the answer you demand, based on your use and interpretation of scripture. We cannot force God into action.     

* The Lord wants a living relationship with each of His children, a relationship of communication.  
* Submitting our decisions to others for confirmation protects each of us from the deceit of our own heart.  
 *   Key scripture verses:  2 Samuel 6:3-8, Numbers 20:9-12, Matthew 17:20, Proverbs 11:14    

Godly Decision Principle:  Understanding the difference between Biblical faith and presumption will keep us from making wrong decisions.  
Memory Verses:  Isaiah 55:8-9; Romans 8:28; Philippians 2:13

Next Meeting May 2, 2009 11 am 1 pm 
Coming soon the Exhort! Prayer Line.  “God answers prayer because He is God, not because we have to see answers. . . .  God is much, much bigger than just what we want.  God is big enough to want for us what He wants.  He comes to us in His timing, with His acts, by His will.  Our act is the faith act.”  Roger C. Palms   
SAVE THE DATES June 6, 2009, July 11, 2009,
Love and prayers,
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