Exhort! Update

May 31, 2009

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. “(Romans 8:28).  What does “for good” mean?  Is it for the good of Edith, the good of the Brown family, the good of Ohio, the good of America?   I received new understanding on this popular bible verse.  I believe it was Pastor Jack Hayford’s devotional but I’m not really sure.  “The good” or outcome God desires is Christ-likeness. That whatever trial, situation or circumstance I’m going through, the result is I am more like Christ, when it’s over.  That’s “for the good”.    

We completed Chapter 9, Confirming Decisions. Not every decision we must make can afford, nor is it necessary, to be confirmed.  Jesus encourages us to abide in the vine, which means we should be walking in close fellowship with Him and know that He is guiding us through our day. The famous Bible teacher, F.B. Meyer said “When we want to know God’s will, there are three things which always occur:  the inward impulse, the Word of God, and the trend of circumstances.  Never act until these three things agree.”   
Key takeaways:   
*    We seek to confirm decisions (1) to align with God’s will, 2) to bring our flesh into submission, 3) to rebuke Satan.  

*   God has called married couples to be one.  His principles for making decisions require input from both spouses, regardless of their level of expertise.     
 *   The scriptures encourage us to seek advice and counsel from other Godly people who share the same values and goals that we have, Proverbs 15:22.  
*   We should strive to maintain balance when seeking input from others and making decisions as we feel God is leading.      

*   Peace of mind is another important confirmation for decisions.  (Philippians 4:6-7)  
*   When we trust God and obey God, we don’t own the outcome, we are responsible for “yes”, 
(our response).  

* Being self–aware (that is conscious of behaviors, patterns, walk=talk disconnects), helps us to obey.    

*   Wisdom is to choose God’s way over my way.  
 *   Key scripture verses:  Romans 8:14, Proverbs 12:15, Proverbs 13:10, Proverbs 19:20, 2 Corinthians 8:10, Proverbs 20:18    

Godly Decision Principle:  Once you make a decision, seek confirmation.    
Memory Verses:  Isaiah 55:8-9; Romans 8:28; Philippians 2:13

Next Meeting June 6, 2009 11 am 1 pm 
We will launch the Exhort! Prayer Line on Thursday, June 4, 2009, 12 Noon- 1 pm.  All are welcome to dial in 1-218-339-2699, access code 418549.  “Real prayer comes not from gritting our teeth, but from falling in love.”  Richard J. Foster   

SAVE THE DATES July 11, 2009, August 1, 2009  
Love and prayers, 

Edith
www.exhortepb.org 
